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A four-starred Ulaanbaatar Hotel is seeking a business
partner either Korean or Japanese organization, and

individual to run Korean/Japanese food restaurant at its
premises.  Also, there is an immediate opening for a

European chef specialized in European food.
Tel: +976 11 324485. Mobile: 9911 0911

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BY LUKE DISTELHORST

MULTIPLE civil movements continue
to protest on Sukhbaatar square
against the current government. The
pending stability agreement with
Ivanhoe mines, corruption, the 2006
budget revisions and the SAPU trade
center victims have remained as the
main issues of protest.

On Friday April 14, the Democratic
Party under the leadership of
Ts.Elbegdorj announced that they
would also object to the current
government and boycott
parliamentary sessions. The party’s
20 members of parliament walked out
later that day. In a live TV interview,
Elbegdorj was quoted as saying, “Our
laws were unsustainable, we tried to
make our laws very attractive for
foreign investment. That is how we
appealed to foreign companies.
However now this is just the opposite.
All countries know that Mongolia has
lots of mineral resources. Currently all
the companies come by themselves.
We don’t need to attract anymore
foreign investment because they are
arriving on their own interests. Now
we need to improve our environmental
laws, as well as our mineral resource
and mining laws. We can take and
receive foreign investment while still
improving our laws. We need to stand

Civil movements burn
effigies, start hunger strike

Mongolia on a UBS Television
interview and discussed some of the
pressing problems that Mongolia is
facing. The President had the
following to say about the state of
corruption within the current
government:

“There are some journalists who
are slandering me. For example in the
newspapers they are saying I have
taken bribes/corruption of Tg20 or 22
million. I am a Mongol person. I also
grew up during those hard times. I
studied and was trained during those
difficult times, but also gained my
knowledge during those times. I
know what it is like. I’m not working
to try and find money. I wasn’t running
towards the money, the people who
are working together with me also
don’t have these thoughts to get
money and become rich. Those
people, including myself, always work
for our state. Regrettably some people
don’t understand that we only work
for the state, and they still slander

us.”
However follow up questions and

discussion were absent from the hour
interview.

In the morning of April 18, UBS
TV crews traveled to another student
dormitory where students admitted to
being paid by the one of the civil
movements to go and protest. During
the interview the students were
reluctant to talk, and eventually broke
the USD$15,000 camera that the UBS
TV crew was using.

By the afternoon a crowd of 3,000
descended upon Sukhbaatar square
and the government house carrying
effigies of President Enkhbayar, Prime
Minister M. Enkhbold, Speaker of
Parliament Ts. Nyamdorj and
Chairman of Ivanhoe Mines Robert
Friedland. With a truck carrying the
leaders of the civil movements as well
as all the flags, the protesters marched
around Sukhbaatar before settling
behind the government house. The
effigies were piled onto a 60 gallon oil

drum, doused with gasoline and lit
ablaze to chants of, “Resign!
Resign!”

After the crowds dispersed some
of the protesters retired to their gers
on Sukhbaatar to start the hunger
strike. Some news sources stated that
up to 500 could possibly take part in
the strike, however only 17 official
hunger strikers were recorded on
Wednesday morning, excluding the
two pregnant women who were
participating in the strike, but were
urged not to by doctors on the scene.

On the morning of April 19,
protesters were seen erecting signs
that contain the home, work and cell
phone numbers of the 76 members of
the Mongolian Parliament.

The current government has
stated that it will answer the protesters
demands before April 27.

Complete transcripts of Enkhbayar’s
interview are available on the Internet at

http://mongolia.neweurasia.net

First case of Mongolian
transmitted HIV/AIDS
reported
MONGOLIAN health officials
officially confirmed the nation’s 19th

case of HIV/AIDS last week. The news
sparked grave coverage in local media
because the case represents the first
reported Mongolian-to-Mongolian
transmission and comes less than a
week after the 18th reported case.

Officials reported that the latest
case is a middle aged male business
owner who is married. The man
contracted the virus after having
unprotected sex with a Mongolian
prostitute. A spokesperson from the
Ministry of Health appealed to the
general public to be aware of the
dangers of unprotected sex. The
ministry claimed that the latest cases
of HIV/AIDS reflect a growth in the at-
risk population to include middle aged
and working professionals.

The Mongolian Students’ Union
appealed to youth to get a voluntary
blood test. On April 16 the union
organized a street march of students
that ended at the National Research
Center of Communicable Diseases
where over a hundred students got a
blood test. The march was joined by
members of the Minii Ger TV reality
show. The center’s Red Ribbon clinic
remained open during the weekend to
accommodate the requests for blood
tests. The test is free of charge.

Mongolia’s first reported case of
HIV/AIDS was announced in 1992.
Ministry of Health officials have
estimated that there may be over 1,000
undiagnosed cases in the country at
present.

Cedar nuts banned for
export
A NEW government resolution,
passed in a cabinet meeting of the
Ministry of Nature and the
Environment last Thursday, prohibits
the export of cedar nuts from
Mongolia. Ministry officials added
the cedar to the list of rare plants
which was established in 1995 and
prohibits the export of the plants or
their parts. The value of the nuts has
contributed to the decline of the cedar
because many branches, or even
entire trees, are broken by people
collecting pinecones for export.

Eighteen companies, several of
which are Chinese invested, exported
over 23,000 tonnes of cedar nuts from
Mongolia in previous years. Officials
estimate that the actual amount is
much higher than the officially
reported number due to high incidents
of smuggling.

Khan Bank Reports
Record First Quarter
Profit
IN THE first quarter ending March 31,
2006 Khan Bank earned pretax profits
of Tg3.4 billion. After income tax of
Tg1.1 billion, net profit was Tg2.3
billion, more than double the same
period last year. All profit was added
to capital to support the bank’s
continued growth.

“This first quarter was our best
ever in all respects,” said J. Peter
Morrow, Khan Bank CEO. “Deposits
grew by Tg11.6 billion and loans grew
by another Tg16.7 billion. Our
products and services continue to find
high demand all over the country. As
Mongolia’s economy heats up with
the coming of spring, we expect
continued growth and solid profits”.

It plans to expand by adding three
new branches, one in Ulaanbaatar and
two in Bayan-Olgii and Khovd
aimags, and will also convert 11 more
offices to its online network, which
consists of 126 of 407 branches.

Protestors burned effigies at the back of government house. Photos by B.Byamba-Ochir

Effigies named (from left) M.Enkhbold, N.Enkhbayar,
M.Enkhsaikhan, Robert Friedland, Ts.Nyamdorj.

THE SAGA of the Altjin Group’s
conflict with victims of the December
16 fire at their SAPU trade center
continued this week as company
director Altan said compensation
distribution was set to begin.

According to Altan, a list of
traders who lost goods in the fire was
posted on the door of their company
headquarters. In total, only 34 names
were on the list from among several
hundred protestors who claimed
losses. A note on the door stated that
only victims who made a factual

Altjin Group begins payment amidst increasing protest
declaration to the police would be
compensated.

So far, 11 businesspeople have
received some compensation, but at
only 30 percent of the amount of their
losses. One former trade center
business owner, D.Enkhtuya, lost Tg7
million in the fire and received Tg3.7
million from the Altjin Group. She told
reporters, “I have Tg7.0 million in debt
from the bank and I don’t know how I
will repay the balance.” Police had
estimated that the total losses from
the fire were around Tg3.34 billion,

but protestors rejected that number
as too low.

Protest continued on Sukhbaatar
Square with claims that Altjin had only
compensated smaller claims, and even
then, underpaid. In the morning the
protesters locked arms and formed a
circle around the government
building. Protest leaders demanded
that the government follow through
on compensation and hold the Altjin
Group responsible for the losses. A
hunger strike was planned, but
delayed while participants receive Continued on page 2

firmly on our laws and enforce them.”
In the prior weeks the civil

movements had set the date of April
18, for when they expected answers

from the government, and said they
would take extreme measure if there
demands weren’t met. On April 17,
President N. Enkbayar addressed

medical clearance to participate. One
protestor said, “We are planning a
hunger strike in response to Altjin’s
offer to pay only 50 percent of our
losses. That money will not even
cover interest on our loans.” By April
17, 28 protestors had indicated their
intention to join the hunger strike.
Unofficially, protestors estimated that
over 300 victims of the fire would join
the action.

Last week police closed four Altjin
Group gas stations but later reopened
them after company officials said they

would be unable to repay victims
without generating income.
B.Buyankhand, the head of the
Marketing Management Department
of the Altjin Group said, “Our
company has started to compensate
the losses of the victims, which is why
police have stopped closing our gas
stations. Our operations are running
normally. In the first shift, we are
prepared to compensate 34 victims,
and even today we compensated 10
people. In the future, we will continue
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BY JAVIER DELGADO

The environment
protection as
development key

Mongolia has in its
natural resources the most
valuable and definitive key
in its already commenced,
path towards the
development. The country
is letting aside a fame of
remoteness and isolation.
Now Mongolia is becoming
better known for its rapid -
and not lacking of
handicaps- journey towards
a transparent politic system
and the liberalization of its
market.

It could be said that the
final aims of the ongoing
Mongolian transitional
process can be summarized
into two chief concepts; a
transparent and lasting
democracy and a welfare
based capitalist system.
Obviously both are closely
interrelated; each
substantial matter going
through any of them is likely
to affect the other.

But the tough avenue
towards the so-called open
marked economy might hold
two main losers; the
defenceless people and the
environment. According
with the above mentioned,
if the Mongolian authorities
–in a local and a national
level- do not turn those
dangers in they key

The challange of the
environment in Mongolia

THE GOVERNMENT of Japan has contributed US$49,108,860 as grant assistance
to UNICEF for emergency assistance for Avian and Pandemic Influenza Prevention
and Preparedness in Asia and Africa. Eleven countries that are considered high-risk
for avian influenza – Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia,
Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Nigeria and Niger – will benefit from the donation of
the Government of Japan.

As part of the contribution from the Government of Japan, UNICEF Mongolia has
received US$ 1,040,022 for the prevention and preparedness for Avian Influenza.
The funds will be used in close collaboration and partnership with key stakeholders
such as the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the Ministry of Health,
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, NGOs and INGOs and will be used specifically for
advocacy, social mobilization and program communication.

Mr. I.Yasuyoshi, Ambassador of Japan, commented that last December, at the
ASEAN+3 Meeting, Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, Prime Minister of Japan announced that
Japan would contribute US$ 135 million to prevent and fight avian and human influenza.
He also mentioned that UNICEF, in cooperation with other stakeholders, would make
valuable contribution to prevent people from this disease in Mongolia.

Mr. P.Dash, Head of the National Emergency Management Agency, said that a
national strategy on the prevention and preparedness of Avian Influenza has been
finalized and the funding of 40 billion tugrug is required for the implementation of the
national strategy. He emphasized that the funding from the Government of Mongolia
would not be sufficient and donors support is greatly needed. He thanked the
Government of Japan for being the first donor in this area.

Mr. Richard Prado, UNICEF Mongolia Representative emphasized in his speech
that, “behavior change communication that underscores the importance of personal
hygiene, social participation and mobilization remain the most cost-effective strategy
to prevent Avian Influenza globally, in the absence of any clear vaccine or cure to
stave off human to human transmission. We will be able to address the problem of AI
in Mongolia through a strong partnership with all the relevant stakeholders under the
leadership of the National Emergency Management Agency, the Ministry of Health,
Food and Agriculture and the Media with the full support of the UN country team,
particularly WHO”.

Government of Japan Contributes
US$ 1 million to UNICEF Mongolia

in the prevention and preparedness
of Avian Influenza
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guidelines, the country will
face plenty of obstacles on
its vital journey in route for
a lasting development.

Let analyse what are the
current dangers facing the
Mongolian Environment.

A contradictory
policy

Officially, the successive
governments in Mongolia
have signed  the most
important international
conventions related to the
environment: the
convention on biodiversity,
the international convention
on climate change, the
Vienna Convention and the
Montreal Protocol on
protecting the ozone layer,
the convention on
desertification, the Basel
Convention, the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered
Species an so on.
Additionally, Mongolia has
subscribed bilateral
agreements with Russia,
China, Kazakhstan, and the
Kyrgyz Republic. That
Mongolia is a signatory to
this impressive body of
conventions, a record that
even many industrial
countries cannot rival,
maintains a constant
pressure on national policy-
making to integrate the
environmental dimension
into policy-making.

But there is also a
“culture of growth” in

Mongolia, a fixation with
high growth rates,
particularly in the
encouragement of foreign
direct investment. It tends
to make an implicit
assumption that social and
environmental factors will
be somehow be addressed.

Mining and
deforestation

The enormous
country’s mineral resources
means that around the 70
percent of the country could
be opened for minerals
exploration. Today
exploration licenses have
already been issued over 40
percent of the country.

As a main outcome the
volume of Mongolia’s
mineral exports in the last
years has risen and mineral
exports as a share of total
exports earnings has
increased from 6,5 percent
in 1995 to over the 50 percent
in 2005.

Obviously mining does
generate employment but
its extractive process,
without rehabilitation of
mined land and slag heaps,
reduces significantly the
amount of land available for
pastoral and agricultural
activity, damages adjacent
land and rivers and despoils
landscapes (vital for
tourism).

Mongolia has a
sustainable development
challenge; to achieve

elevated growth rates while
not depleting its natural
capital, and thereby
mortgaging the livelihoods
of future generations.
Growth needs pro-
environment. The country’s
current growth strategy
relies on mineral resources
extraction/export, extensive
livestock husbandry,
e x p o r t - o r i e n t e d
manufacturing (such as
textile- based industries) and
tourism. Growth will call for
an expansion of livestock
productivity, the mining and
the industry and energy
sectors, with is not
controlled may have harmful
consequences like land
degradation, desertification,
biodiversity loss, air
pollution and deforestation.

With nearly the 78
percent of the land suffering
some sort of degradation,
the deforestation is
probably the worst problem.
Wood is under-priced and
therefore, this unrestrained
deforestation is the best
example of the failure to
implement forestry
regulations, which is often
blamed on aimag and soum
governments.

Urban Pollution
and Waste
Management

Today, over 65 percent
of the population in
Mongolia lives in urban
areas, most in Ulaanbaatar

where an increasing
proportion of the population
is living. As a result air and
water pollution is increasing
urban problems. The main
reasons are the burning of
lignite coal in poorly
designed and poorly
maintained central heating
and electricity plants.

The solid waste
including toxic hospital
waste mismanagement is
also a substantial
environmental problem to
bear in mind because many
times this wasted are
dumped on the open
ground. Lack of proper solid
waste disposal is an
escalating problem. It is
fairly clear that this
increasing urban growth
and its inevitable attendant
rise in consumption of
hydrocarbons, will increase
air pollution, particularly in
Ulaanbaatar and other cities.
Therefore, Mongolia must
cultivate most of its future
urban and industrial policies
on the land of the
sustainable energy.

Sustainable energy
Mongolia consumes

more commercial energy per
capita than any other
developing country. This is
due partly to the severe
climate but more to sheer
wastage causing a heat loss
in buildings of almost the 30
percent, 40 percent of which
comes from a disastrous
distribution via above-

ground, leaking and poorly
maintained pipes.

The country has a total
annual water reservoir of 34
billion cubic meters of
mostly freshwater. Beyond
supplying its own needs for
freshwater, Mongolia in
theory can export it to other
countries. However, the
water reservoir is under
threat from man-made
activity and over 70 percent
of the surface water is
already flowing out of the
country. Hence, under the
existing circumstances there
is very little domestic
‘surplus’ water for export.

Current energy practices
increase dependence on
imported oil. The use of
highly pollutant coal
burning technology in
power plants is burdening
the national budget.
Renewable energy might be
given more emphasis than
at present as a means to
reduce energy dependency
on oil imports, particularly
harnessing Mongolia’s
rivers for hydropower where
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
sustainable, sunlight for
solar power – particularly in
isolated rural areas far from
the energy grid – and wind
power, given the abundant
winds in the country.

This story is mainly
based on the study entitle
Economic and Ecological

Vulnerabilities and Human
Security in Mongolia carries

out for UNDP Mongolia.
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to repay victims who make
legal reports of their
losses.”

Some victims protested
that the company used
arbitrary rules to determine
“legal reports” and refused
to accept receipts or
ledgers from several
businesses. Enkhtuya said,
“A hunger strike is the only
way for us to continue the
struggle to receive
compensation for our
losses. The General Police
Department has already
estimated the losses of  the
fire, but the Altjin Group
refuses to accept even that
amount.”

On April 17, S.Batbold,
head of the Cabinet
Secretariat of the
Government of Mongolia,
N.Odbayar, Minister of
Justice and Internal
Affairs, and
J.Narantsatsralt, Minister
of Construction and Urban
Development visited the
protestors at gers they set
up on Sukhbaatar Square.
During the meeting, the
government officials
received the complaints of
the protestors and assured
them that the government
was trying to find a
solution to the situation.
According to Odbayar,
two options could be used
to compensate the victims.
For one, the Altjin Group
could declare bankruptcy
after which their assets
would be sold to provide
compensation. The other
option is for the
government to provide the
compensation on behalf of
Altjin under a separate
agreement with the

company. The protestors
issued a statement saying
that unless a date was
given for full
compensation, the protests
would continue.

Last week, Ulaanbaatar
Mayor Ts.Batbayar
guaranteed Tg50 million in
compensation from the
State Emergency Fund.
Spread among all the
victims, it would provide
approximately Tg75,000 to
each but some of the
money will be given to the
Stall Holders’
Representative Union
(SRU). The union may
receive up to Tg14 million,
or about 20 percent of the
total money. The union will
use the money for staging
protests and other actions
to speed compensation.

One protestor claimed
police had violated her
rights. The woman,
S.Oyuntsetseg accused
police of unlawfully
detaining her. “On April 14,
last Friday, the protestors
were struggling with the
policemen to set up a ger
in Sukhbaatar square. A
policeman threw my
glasses on the ground and
broke them. I was angry
and yelled at the policeman
who then forced me into
his car and took me to the
Sukhbaatar district police
station. The police there
humiliated and attacked me
and then imprisoned me for
two days. I was only found
because my family went to
the square to look for me
and when they couldn’t
find me, began to check
with police and hospitals.
The police violated the law
by not informing my family
about my arrest.”

Altjin Group begins payment
amidst increasing protest

Continued from page 1
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VACANCY NOTICEVACANCY NOTICEVACANCY NOTICEVACANCY NOTICEVACANCY NOTICE
PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM
DIRECTORDIRECTORDIRECTORDIRECTORDIRECTOR

Holt International Children’s Services (Holt) is a
leading international child welfare and permanency
planning agency with programs and services in 18
countries. Holt is seeking a Program Director (PD)
responsible for overall management and develop-
ment of Holt-Naidvar Children’s Services project in
Mongolia. The PD will provide operational leadership
to further develop and implement child welfare pro-
grams in Mongolia and serve as the main represen-
tative of the project and the principal point of contact at
the local and central government level.

The Program Director works closely with the Holt’s
US Country Director, Holt Naidvar Children’s Services
President, partner childcare programs agencies, gov-
ernment ministries and other local and international
counterparts. View complete job description at
www.holtinternational.org. (Application info)

This position is open to Mongolian nationals only.
Please deliver application together with your cur-

riculum vitae to the following address:

Naidvar. P.O.Box 44/614
Ulaanbaatar 210644

Mongolia

The Government of Mongolia has received a Loan (loan
no. 1836 MON SF) from the Asian Development Bank
toward the cost of the Social Security Sector Development
Project (SSSDP), and it is intended that part of the proceeds
of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the
ensuing contract for: Feasibility Study and Terms of
Reference for establishment of Management Information
System (MIS) of Social Security Sector of Mongolia. The
consulting services will be carried out by a consulting firm
and this Request for Expressions of Interest is open to
eligible consulting firms from Asian Development Bank
member countries. The Ministry of Social Welfare and
Labour is the Implementing Agency for the Project.
The objective of the assignment is:

The successful consulting firm shall conduct feasibility
study and prepare Terms of Reference for establishment
of the Information and Communication Technology based
MIS of the Social Security Sector of Mongolia including but
not limited to detailed action plan, cost estimate, design,
functional specifications, and forms for individual modules,
software and software packages and the system. The
Ministry of Social Welfare and Labour shall use the outputs
from this consulting services contract in the actual
establishment of the MIS of the Sector.

SOCIAL SECURITY SECTOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

(CONSULTING SERVICE)
Date: 17 April 2006

The Project Management Unit for the SSSDP now invites
eligible consulting firms to indicate their interest in providing
the services. Interested firms must provide information
indicating that they are qualified to perform the services
(brochures, description of similar assignments, experience
in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills among
staff, etc.). A firm may associate to enhance its qualification.

Expressions of Interest may be sent by post mail, email
or fax (fax is least preferred). Interested consulting firms
may obtain further information at the address below from
Monday to Friday during 9:30-13:00 and 14:00-17:30 hours
(Ulaanbaatar time).

Expressions of Interest must be delivered to the
address below before 17:30 hours (Ulaanbaatar

time) of 4 May 2006.

Project Management Unit, Social Security Sector
Development Project

Room No. 605, State Social Insurance General Office,
Building 13/1, horoo no. 4

Chingeltei district, Ulaanbaatar-210646, Mongolia
Tel:  976-11-320165, Fax:  976-11-328022,

E-mail:  sssdp@mongol.net

FOR RENT
Office Building for Rent - Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
� The location area of Khan Building is near the Japanese

Embassy belongs to the 1st grade of zoning in the
Ulaanbaatar city.

� Constructed with high quality building materials, wooden
floor, elegant design and rich interior and exterior furnishings

� Two power sources
� Internet connection and internal networking system
� Fire alarm and security camera with 24-hour security
� Connected to the central heating system with German

system, warm in the winter
� Fresh air
� Ivanhoe Mines Mongolia Inc has rented
Contact us:  KHAN Travel & Service Co., Ltd
E-mail: travel@khanholding.com
Tel: 976-11-310050
Fax: 976-11-314047

CELL PHONE: 99091558

 VACANCIES
�Karakorum Expeditions has two vacancies: Part-time
accountant, experienced CPA, weekend work. Financial
Controller, full-time position.
English language required. Inquiries:

Tel/Fax: 315655
* * *

�Native speaking English, German, Japanese and
Korean language teachers wanted.

Tel: 95159891
* * *

�Sales & Marketing Jobs: Xanadu Wines has vacancies
for Mongolian/English-speaking persons in business,
sales and marketing. Inquiries:

Tel: 311045, Email: sales@xanadu.mn
* * *

�Anod Bank has two vacancies for foreigners:
Assistant of President, Driver. English required.
Inquires:

Mobile: 99116323
E-mail: batchuyag_it@anod.mn or

bat_chuyag@yahoo.com
* * *

 FOR RENT
�Downtown located, furnished single-room apartment
with telephone and CaTV, is available for long term rent
(more than 1 year) to foreigner.

Tel: 99132525

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

* * *
�Downtown located, furnished 2-room apartment, near
Russian Embassy is available for rent to foreigner.
Urgent.

Tel: 99183882, 99642294
* * *

�Large, fully furnished 3-room flat, high ceiling, vacuum
windows, automatic washing machine, phone, cable
TV. Very central, close to UN offices and Sacher’s Cafe.

Call Sylvia: 329456 or 99177029
* * *

�Fully furnished 2-room apartment in the 13th Micro-
district is available for rent to foreigners.

Tel: 99883535
* * *

�Downtown located and very well furnished 3-room
apartment is available for long term rent.

Tel: 99190996
* * *

FOR SALE
�3-room apartment at 3, 4th Micro-district, near shopping
center.

Tel: 99810277
SERVICE

�We are at your service what concern your Russian entry
visa and the round-the-tour air ticket.

Tel: 99198931
* * *

MASSAGE
SERVICE

Mongolian professional
masseuses are ready to
serve you all day. Our
masseuses work on call
24 hours. After a
massage, your blood
circulation will improve
and your tiredness will be
removed completely.

Te
l:9
91
61
54
5

If you want to
read The UB
Post in PDF
format delivered
to your email
address, send your
payment to our bank
account and fill out an
order form with your
details.
Online subscription
costs:
US$8.00 for 3 months
US$15.00for 6 months
US$30.00for 12 months

Online Subscription

Blue Sky Aviation Company, BSA, an charter airline
company is accepting applications for a Aviation
Engineer positions.

Education:
- Engineer, preferably in aviation

Skills:
- Fluent in English
- Motivated and eager to learn more
- Honest and well organized
All interested candidates should submit the

following documents to the town office of Blue Sky
Aviation Company before May 1, 2006.

- CV and application
- A copy of Diplomas and Certificates

(Notarised)

Sukhbaatar District, 1st khoroo, apt #C61, door #2
Contact: BSA Town office - 312085

Albert Harrewyn – 9909 9360
Bayarbadrakh.A  – 9909 9541

Application form is available at the BSA Town office.
Successful candidate must be medically cleared and

must not have a criminal record.

VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karakorum Expeditions
TOURIST GUIDES

English speaking tourist guides  and trek-
king guides  needed. If you are 20 years or
older, friendly, outgoing and knowledgeable about
Mongolia –see your country in your holidays with
Karakorum Expeditions!

Trekking Guides  should have good camping/
navigation and outdoors skills.

Inquiries:  Tel 315655; 312037
Written applications in confidence
Fax: 315655 or PO Box  542 UB-46
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Applicants must demonstrate excellent work
ethics and possess the following qualifications:

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS:
• University degree in Civil Engineering
• Experience in monitoring construction work

performance, permit applications and all
necessary government documentation

• Ability to check construction work and
materials to insure compliance with contract
specifications

• Working experience in AutoCAD software
• Minimum of five years work experience
• Demonstrate competency in decision-

making
• Must be medically cleared and must not

have criminal record.
DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS:

• Ability to monitor objectives and set
appropriate priorities

• Ability to interact well with others and provide
coordination between the client,
construction company and governmental

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

agencies
• English language skills
All interested candidates should submit the

following documents:
• Cover letter (in English)
• Updated and complete curriculum vitae

(CV)
• A copy of all diplomas and certificates

(notarized)
• A copy of ID and driving license
• A copy of social and health insurance

books
• Reference or recommendation letters
to the following address before: April 28, 2006

Bakula Rinpoche Pethub Monastery
Chingeltei District, Khoroo 2

Lower Level, Door No.7
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Tel: 976-11-322366
Fax: 976-11-322366

Mobile: 976-9908-3771 (Uuriintuya)

Ivanhoe Mongolian Children’s Foundation, a registered Mongolian non-governmental
organization, is accepting applications for a: CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MANAGER

MONGOLIA INTERNATIONAL
CAPITAL CORPORATION

According to corporate news,   Abrupt increase in MMI index is influenced by changes
occurred in world markets. Gold and silver prices on Tuesday extended their rise to levels
not seen in more than two decades, driven by turmoil in the Middle East, rising oil prices
and a weakening U.S. dollar. Gold price peaked at $623.80 an ounce Tuesday, it's price
haven't been this high since 1980. Silver hit a high of $13.82 an ounce, at level not seen since
1983. The National Post reports in its Wednesday, April 12, edition that in the mid-cap area,
Marquest Investment Counsel manager Gerry Brockelsby likes Major Drilling Group
International. Major Drilling was Mr. Brockelsby's pick in the column on Aug. 31, 2005.
Then it was trading at $13.78. The stock closed Tuesday at $26.30. Major Drilling is based
in Moncton, N.B. It is a "world leader" in providing mineral exploration and drilling services
globally. The stock has had a big run. It trades at 16.7 times earnings-per-share estimates
for the fiscal year to April, 2007. Mr. Brockelsby says the stock still represents "reasonable
value." Major Drilling stock has a 52-week trading range of $30.16 to $10. The Vancouver
Sun, Associated Press reports say that a gathering of 1,500 pro-government demonstrators
dispersed after confronting 2,000 people who protested Mongolia's handling of a mining
contract with a Vancouver-based firm in this resource-rich but impoverished country.
Protesters are demanding the government resign if it cannot negotiate favourable terms
from Ivanhoe Mines. In particular, the protesters want Mongolia to keep 51-per-cent
ownership of the mine. The TSX Venture Exchange has accepted for filing documentation
with respect to a non-brokered private placement announced March 3, 2006.

MICC Tel: 330595. Website: www.micc.mn

COMPANY NAME LAST            % CHANGE

STOCK PRICES IN CANADIAN DOLLAR

2005.08.01=100 April 18, 2006

1CAD=0.8756 USD

Mongolia Mining Index (MMI)
As of 18 April, 2006 the MMI index was 169.80, increased by 9.51 points or 5.94%

from the previous day.

Ivanhoe Mines Ltd 11.68 +6.18%
Centerra Gold 45.45 +6.89%
Western Prospector 4.20 +6.32%
Bayfield Ventures 0.74 0.00%
Entree Gold Inc. 2.84 +2.16%
Erdene Gold Inc 1.02 -0.97%
Asia Gold Corporation 1.96 0.00%
QGX LTD 4.00 +2.56%
Fortress Minerals 1.38 -3.50%

MMI 169.80 +9.51 5.94%

COMPANY NAME LAST            % CHANGE
East Asia Minerals Corp 0.78 -4.88%
UGL Enterprises 1.57 -4.85%
International Uranium 6.35 +4.61%
Solomon Resources 0.240 -11.11%
Mega Uranium 9.43 -0.21%
Major Drilling Group 27.00 -0.55%
Petro China * 116.00 +3.11%
Magnum d'Or Resources Inc* 0.015 +3.45%

*closing price in US$

BY CH.SUMIYA

THE ULAANBAATAR
Hotel, founded 45 years
ago, was the first four-star
hotel in Mongolia and will
now battle for the title of
first downtown business
hotel to earn five stars.
This month the hotel
added a Presidential Suite,
the f irst-ever in
Mongolia’s hospitality
industry. Renovation on
its sister property, UB
Hotel Golf, located 68
kilometers from the city in
Terelj National Park, is
underway. Vice Director
of the UB Hotel share-
holding company
G.Oyuntuya spoke to the
UB Post about the hotel’s
management plans.

“The UB Hotel Golf
range is a unique property
with 18 holes. It’s a great
place for people who want
to relax and play golf in a
breathtaking landscape.
Many of our clients come
out to enjoy themselves
after a hard day’s work in
Ulaanbaatar.”

The UB Hotel has an
interesting combination
of restaurants including
the Grand Restaurant with
over 450 seats, the Guest
Hall European Restaurant,
Beij ing Duck Asian
Restaurant, and the Da

Ulaanbaatar Hotel hopes to become
Mongolia’s first five-star lodge

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Khuree Mongolian
Restaurant. One of UB’s
most modern cocktail bars,
the Blue Martini, is on the
top floor of the hotel.

“We already have the
only real Mongolian
downtown restaurant
specialized in game,”
claimed Oyuntuya. The
restaurant offers a great
selection of traditional
Mongolian dishes, and a
rare vegetarian menu.

Oyuntuya said that
she particularly l ikes
welcoming back previous
guests and the
Ulaanbaatar Hotel has a
lot of them. “Over 70
percent of the visitors are
mainly business and
government travelers from
the UN, World Bank,
Asian Development Bank,
foreign diplomatic
missions, and other
international development
agencies in Mongolia as
well as celebrities. We
have a very high number
of returning visitors,” she
said.

In the past, US film
stars such as Richard
Gere, Julia Roberts and
Steven Seagal have
stayed at the UB Hotel.

The hotel is already
filling up for the summer,
as a record number of
tourists are expected to
visit Mongolia to help

honor the 800th

anniversary of Mongolian
statehood.

Last year, 344,635
tourists visited Mongolia,
an increase of 12.7 percent
over the previous year,
according to the statistics
of the Ministry of Road,
Transportation and
Tourism.

This year more than
450,000 visitors are
expected to come to
Mongolia.

The UB Hotel is
keeping up with the times,
having recently
announced an upgrade to
their cable TV system and
high speed internet.
Limousine services are
also available.

Their continuing
improvement has earned
the hotel several awards
including the Mongolian
Hotels’ Association 2005
award for “Best Hotel of
the Year”.

Such attention to detail
and creature comforts are
probably what make the
UB Hotel stand out. Stay
there on your next
business tr ip to
Ulaanbaatar and you will
not be disappointed. The
hotel also has the most
comfortable beds in the
business, so a good
night’s sleep will also be
on the agenda.

MOST members of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Budget
supported the draft law on
personal income tax at its
first discussion last week.
The tax will be 10 percent
and there will be just one
stage in place of the present
three.

At present there is a 10
percent tax up to an income
of under Tg200,000, 20
percent if income is between
Tg200,000 and Tg300,000,
and 30 percent for more than
Tg300,000 in income. The
draft law proposes that
individuals will not pay any
income tax up to an income
of Tg84,000, and will pay at
a flat rate of 10 percent  on
income above that.

There was some

MPs support draft
changes to personal
income tax rates

criticism, however. MP
N.Batbayar felt that the
methods of calculating the
tax should be clear and
easily understandable to
ordinary people. There
should be no grounds for
misunderstandings and the
language should be
straightforward and precise,
so that a taxpayer and a tax
inspector will not be able to
interpret it differently.

MP G.Zandanshatar
proposed that the
exemption limit be raised to
Tg120,000 from the
proposed Tg84,000. Only
with such support for the
lower-income sections will
it be possible to motivate
those earning more to pay
the proper amount due from
them.

THREE of 17 commercial
banks in Mongolia have not
fulfilled the new
requirement of the Mongol
Bank to hold Tg8 billion in
nominal reserve by April 1.
At a speech to the
parliamentary standing
committee on the economy,
Mongol Bank President
O.Chuluunbat noted that
“All commercial banks
except for Credit Bank,
Capital Bank, and Menatep
Bank have supplied
documentation showing
their compliance with the
regulation.”

Now the central bank
will begin monitoring the
use of the nominal reserve
balance. According to the
new regulation, the money
must be owned by the bank
and not include loaned
funds.

Chuluunbat defended
the regulations as a
necessary step in
strengthening economic
growth because they would
lead to higher loan amounts
with lower interest.
Experience in other

countries has confirmed
that higher reserve levels
stimulate economic growth.

Chuluunbat noted that
the big banks can give large
loans to foreign
governments in order to
offer lower interest loans. If
Mongolia can create a
supportive legal
environment with a good
track record for repayment,
large loans of US$100-500
million may be possible. He
also said that in the last
three years, Mongolian
citizens who work abroad
have remitted at least
US$200 million.

The Menatep Bank has
provided documents
indicating the support of
Japanese investment for
the bank. The president of
the bank, Yokozuna
Asashoryu (D.Dagvadorj),
said the bank meets the
requirement following the
promise of the investors.
The bank is a branch of the
YUKOS Company, formerly
owned by Russian
billionaire Mikhail
Khodorkovsky.

Higher reserve
rates will
stimulate
economic growth

Tel: 330640, 321822, 96666826
Fax: 318920
Email: info@migma.mn

Welcome to

THE GATE
R E S T A U R A N T

IS NOW OPEN FOR
LUNCH & SUNDLUNCH & SUNDLUNCH & SUNDLUNCH & SUNDLUNCH & SUNDAAAAAYYYYY

Zesty Lemon Chicken
Battered Fish and Chips

Steak and Chips (fried egg or salad)
Presidents burger

Salmon Scrambled Eggs
And much, much more!

Hours 10am to 12pm every day

COFFEE SHOP
Coffee & tea
Refreshing Soft Drinks & Juices
Mouthwatering Pastries
Fresh Sandwich Bar
Finest Burgers & Hot Snacks
Delicious Ice Creams

Tel: 99851217, 332009 for reservations

A LA CARTE
Three Menus

The Khan-Traditional Mongolian
at its Best

The Emperor-Japanese Specialties
The President-International

Gourmet Cuisine

C
hi

ng
gi

s
be

er

Art & Cultural
University

Children’s Creativity Center
IY

supermarket

Bowling
center

The Gate
restaurant

where to find uswhere to find uswhere to find uswhere to find uswhere to find us

BY B.BULGAMAA

THE 2006 state budget will
be bigger than previously
estimated. An excess
amount of Tg94.9 billion
wasn’t approved in the
first budget draft and can
now be allocated through
a budget draft amendment.

The money, when
added to the budget, will
comprise 39.5 percent of
the GDP.

In addition to these
funds, a whopping Tg397
bil l ion which wasn’t
budgeted at all has been
identified mainly from the
export of minerals.

Both amounts will be
budgeted according to
proposals submitted by

Parliament members debate
how to spend excess budget

MPs at the next Parliament
session.

According to
S.Lambaa, coordinator of
the council of DP members
in parl iament, Tg300
billion of the unbudgeted
Tg397 billion comes from
copper exports.

An additional Tg47
billion is the surplus from
the 2005 budget and Tg50
billion is in a dividend from
Erdenet mining company.

The draft amendment
of the state budget for
2006, which was drafted
by the MPRP to spend the
budget excess, places
more emphasis on social
protection measures.

The new budget
features a number of social
programs including Tg37

billion for a child care
program to give Tg3,000
to each child 0-18 years
old.

It also plans for
increasing the salaries of
public servants by 30
percent, and giving a
number of stipends such
as a new child stipend of
Tg100,000, a newlywed
stipend of Tg500,000, a
large family stipend of
Tg50-100,000 for families
with five or more children,
and a war veteran stipend
of Tg50-100,000.

The expenditures for
these programs are
projected to be Tg94.2
bil l ion from the total
excess of Tg94.9 billion.

The original plan for
the budget, described

above which closely
follows the MPRP action
plan, received significant
support from the first
parliamentary discussion.

Following that
meeting, DP officials
released their own draft
proposal which was
introduced in the standing
committee on Social
Policy.

The DP proposal
would increase the child
stipend to Tg10,000 per
child and spend some of
the unbudgeted excess to
build two new water wells
in every bagh.

Under the DP plan, the
remaining excess would
be spent to fulf i l l  the
“40,000 Households”
apartment project.
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Foreign agitator has told lies
to journalists and the Mongolian people

about Myanmar’s Monywa Copper Project
Journalists, editors and street protesters in Ulaanbaatar have been tricked by a foreign agitator into spreading lies about the Monywa Copper Project in Myanmar.

The demonstrators introduced American anti-mining agitator Martin Klein at a press conference in Ulaanbaatar. Mr. Klein said he worked for EarthRights, a US-based
non-governmental organization. That was a lie. EarthRights says there is no Martin Klein on its staff.

• The American agitator also lied when he told Mongolians that people are working as slaves at the Monywa Copper Project, in Myanmar.

The truth is that the Monywa Copper Project provides some
of the highest-paid jobs in Myanmar for more than 600 men

and women in a safe and healthy workplace.

The Monywa project recently completed a record 3 million employee hours of work without a lost
time accident. Employees, trained to use modern equipment and technologies, have successfully

operated one of the most efficient cathode copper mines in the world for almost 8 years. Employees also participate in a compan y pension plan that
guarantees them regular payments of support money when they retire.

The Monywa Project is owned and operated by MICCL, an independent, Myanmar-based joint-venture company. While Ivanhoe Mines currently owns 50% of MICCL,
a consortium of South Korean companies has announced its intention to purchase half of Ivanhoe’s interest in MICCL, which will reduce Ivanhoe to a minority holding
of 25% of the project.

• The American agitator lied when he claimed that drinking water was not available for people living near the mine and also claimed that the mine was harming
people’s health.

The truth is that the Monywa Copper Project, and Ivanhoe
Mines, are protecting the health of MICCL workers and of
thousands of people living in communities near the mine.

Ivanhoe Mines — through the financial support of the Friedland Foundation — has equipped the Monywa Mine
Town Hospital with x-ray, anesthetic and blood-analysis machines, and dental and eye-care treatment
equipment. Ivanhoe’s philanthropic program also provides community health support and advice services to
25,000 people, including 2,600 children under the age of 5, in 26 villages. Ivanhoe’s philanthropic program has

arranged wells and pumps for clean drinking water in villages and water storage to irrigate food crops. MICCL also has an Occupational Health and Safety
Management System to protect employees, based on some of highest international standards in effect in the world.

• The American agitator lied when he said the mine was causing illegal environmental harm.

The truth is that the Monywa Copper Project is a model of
environmental responsibility.

The Monywa Project has held ISO14001 environmental certification for the past five years. To ensure that world-
class environmental management standards are maintained, independent audits are conducted twice every
year by the world’s leading testing and certification company, SGS SA, of Switzerland. Proof that the Monywa

Project is complying with the standards is found in the Safety, Health and Environment Reports published by MICCL every year. The reports are available on the Oyu
Tolgoi and Ivanhoe Mines websites.

• The American agitator gave fraudulent photographs to Mongolian protesters and media.

The truth is that photographs do not show employees or workplace conditions anywhere on the site used by the Monywa Copper Project in Myanmar. They are part
of the lie.

No journalist or editor confronted the American agitator about his lies, asked who was paying him to tell lies or questioned corrupt motives. While Mr. Klein has
disappeared as mysteriously as he arrived in Mongolia, street protesters today are continuing to spread his litany of lies, and show his fraudulent and repugnant
photographs, as part of a depraved hoax on Mongolians. It is shameful behaviour that has shocked observers and is contributing to increasing concern about
Mongolia’s image in the international investment community.

The full truth about the Monywa Copper Project can be found on the Ivanhoe websites at
www.ot.mn and www.ivanhoemines.com.
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As the first company to introduce German Beer Culture and its tradition on
quality, Khan Brau is proud to invite our friends and valued customers to
celebrate the 490th Anniversary of the Purity of Beer Law with us.

Event: April 21st

Khan Lonkh Beer Garden

April 22-23rd

Brauhaus Restaurant

German
Purity of
Beer Law
490 years
April 23, 1516

Rembrandt -
A Great Painter
400 years
1606-1667

October 26, 1996

www.khanbrau.net



ACROSS
1- Identical; 5- Birthplace of
Muhammad; 10- Partly
open; 14- Holly; 15- Bitterly
pungent; 16- Flat-fish; 17-
Gambling game; 18- Flat-
tered; 20- Long lock of hair;
22- Admiration; 23- Cov-
ered on the inside; 24- Jeop-
ardy; 26- Cookie fruit; 27-
Child's vehicle; 30- Break-
fast food; 34- Horse pen; 35-
Undesirable plant; 36-
Guy's partner; 37- Off-
Broadway theater award;
38- Engage in histrionics;
40- Conceal; 41- To's part-
ner; 42- Normandy city; 43-
Person who weaves; 45-
Visionary; 47- Having great
wisdom; 48- Regret; 49-
Purchaser; 50- Layers; 53-
Entirely; 54- Born before,
senior churchman; 58-
Botulism of birds; 61- Roof
overhang; 62- Russian
range; 63- Result; 64- Keep
it, to an editor; 65- Amuse-
ment; 66- Scapegoat; 67-
Withered;

DOWN
1- Separate by a sieve; 2-
Chemical used on trees; 3-
Small pond, basic; 4- Outer
coat of a spore; 5- Fairy
queen; 6- Cream cake; 7-
Move slowly; 8- Motion
picture; 9- Use an abacus;
10- Allot; 11- Fourth Gos-
pel; 12- Sheltered, nauti-
cally; 13- Comic Foxx; 19-
Greek epic poem; 21-
Bristle; 25- Free from con-
finement; 26- Toll-free high-

way; 27- Deride; 28- Venomous
snake; 29- Constellation contain-
ing Rigel; 30- Acquire; 31-
Pointed arch; 32- Burdened; 33-
Attentive, warning of danger;
35- Succeeded; 39- Encoun-
tered; 40- Without hair; 42- Bring
about; 44- Fencing sword; 46-
Bass's counterpart; 47- Furrow
or groove; 49- Hallowed; 50-
Stop up a hole; 51- Currency of
Turkey, and formerly of Italy; 52-
Officiating priest of a mosque;
53- Editor Wintour; 55- Go out
with; 56- At any time; 57- Net-
work of nerves; 59- Agent,
briefly; 60- Lock opener;

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

UBUBUBUBUBCrosswordCrosswordCrosswordCrosswordCrossword
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Entertainment

UBUBUBUBUBVenuesVenuesVenuesVenuesVenues
DRAMA THEATER

Tel: 99197598; 324621; 99784690; 310466
April 21, 22, 23, 9 p.m. "Midnight's Dance" - a play

OPERA AND BALLET THEATER
Tel: 322854; 321494; 99194570

April 22, 5 p.m. "Turbadur" - a play
April 29, 5 p.m. "Swan Lake" - a play

CULTURAL PALACE OF MONGOLIAN
TRADE UNIONS

Tel: 329219; 324501, 329937
April 27, 28, 29, 11 a.m. - Graduate Student Goyol 2006 by
the Union of Mongolian Student and Mongolian Pupil
Union
April 22, 2 p.m. - Little Miss 2006 contest by Bilguun Sanaa
NGO
April 21 - May 7, 7 p.m. "If you pay, I will study hard" - a
humor performance by New Generation Productions
April 20, "Tax is our property" - a meeting by the Mongolian

Tax Payers' Union

ZANABAZAR MUSEUM OF FINE ART
Tel: 323986; 326061; 99144492

April 20-27, Solo Painting exhibition by Odgerel and
Odsuren

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MON-
GOLIAN HISTORY

Tel: 325656, 329102, 322644, 329012, 327118
May 3 - 17, "The Armament of the Mongolians" - an
exhibition dedicated to the 800th anniversary of the
Mongolian Nation

GRAND CONCERT HALL OF UB PAL-
ACE

Tel: 682892
April 22, 7 p.m. Hip Hop performance by Mongolian Hip
Hop Association

WeeklyWeeklyWeeklyWeeklyWeeklyWEATHERWEATHERWEATHERWEATHERWEATHER (April 20-27)

Western aimags (Khovd,
Uvs, Zavkhan, Gobi-Altai,
Khovsgol, Bayan-Olgii and
Bayankhongor)

Precipitation is expected
in some areas on April 24, and
in the east on April 20 and 25.
Wind speeds will reach 12-
16m/s, with dust and
snowstorms on April 20 and
24-25.

Temperature - April 25-26
Northern part of Zavkhan

and Bayankhongor:
Day: -3-8°C
Night: -16-21°C
South Gobi-Altai areas:
Day: 7+12°C
Night: -4-9°C
Other areas:
Day: 0+5°C
Night: -8-13°C
Other days will be warmer
Mountainous areas - April

21-23
Day: 4+9°C
Night: -7-12°C
Other areas:
Day: 11+16°C
Night: -4-9°C
Central aimags

(Ulaanbaatar, Tov, Selenge,
Orkhon, Darkhan-Uul,
Arkhangai, Ovorkhangai,
Bulgan)

Snow is expected in some
areas in the night on April 20
and 25, and in east areas on
April 21 and 26. Wind speeds
will reach 14-16m/s with dust
and snowstorms in some areas
April 20-21.

Temperature - April 21-22
Darkhad Depression and

Eroo Valleys:
Day: -3-8°C
Night: -13-18°C
Other areas:
Day: +3-2°C
Night: -11-16°C
Other days will be warmer
Mountainous areas -

Darkhad Depression and Eroo
Valleys:

Day: 3+8°C
Night: -8°C-13°C
Other areas:
Day: 7+12°C
Night: -5-10°C
Eastern aimags

(Sukhbaatar, Dornod and
Khentii)

Precipitation is expected in
west areas on April 20 and 25
and in south areas on April 26.
Snow is expected in most areas
on April 21-22. Wind speeds
will reach 16-20m/s with dust
storms on April 20-21.

Temperature will be warm
on April 20:

Day: 12+17°C
Night: +2-3°C
Temperatures will cool

April 21-22:
Day: +2-3°C
Night: -11-16°C
Other days:
Day: +6+11°C
Night: -5-10°C
Gobi aimags

(Omnogobi, Dornogobi,
Dundgobi and Gobisumber)

Slight precipitation is

expected in northwestern
regions in the night on April
20, and in some areas on 25
and 26. Snow is expected in
east areas on April 21. Winds
speeds will reach 16-20m/s
with dust and snowstorms on
April 20-21.

Temperature - April 20
Most areas:
Day: +15+20°C
Night: +4-1°C
In eastern part on April 21-

22:
Day: 0+5°C
Night: -8-13°C
Western part:
Day: 5+10°C
Night: -5-10°C
Other days, total areas:
Day: 9+14°C
Night: -3-8°C

BY PAUL BACON

IT MAY well have been a
long way around the world
for British actor Ewan
McGregor, but he certainly
hasn’t forgotten his visit to
Mongolia. The 35 year-old
“Trainspotting” and
“Moulin Rouge” star, who
stopped off in Mongolia in
2004 as part of a round-the-
world motorcycle
expedition, was so touched
by the country and the
plight of street children in
Ulaanbaatar that he has
now adopted a Mongolian
child.

Hollywood star adopts Mongolian infant
documented in the TV
series “The Long way
Round.” During the
Mongolian leg of the trip
the two actors
accompanied UNICEF
volunteers below the
streets of the nation’s
capital to bring them face-
to-face with the city’s
population of street
children.

McGregor was visibly
moved by the visit and
commented in both the
series - and later a book of
the same name - that he had
been deeply affected by his
experiences in Mongolia.
Perhaps it wasn’t

completely clear until it was
reported this week by
People Magazine in the
US, just how moved he
actually was.

The Edinburgh-born
actor and his wife Eve
Mavrakis already have two
children of their own, Clara,
one, and Esther, four. The
magazine reported that the
girl in question is four-years
old, but had little further
information. The actor’s
representative also had this
to say, “I can confirm Ewan
McGregor and his wife Eve
Mavrakis have adopted a
girl, but cannot comment
further.”

In 2004 McGregor along
with fellow actor Charlie
Boorman crossed Europe,
Asia and the wilds of
Siberia before flying over
the Pacific to the US and
then where they finished
their epic journey. Their
adventures were

CORRECTION
The correct fees for the advertisement printed on

April 13 for the use of the Great Mongolia 800
Anniversary Logo are:

300,000 MNT for domestic companies and
organizations, and

US$300 for international companies and organizations.

hat’s nÿO
The most up-to-date guide to Ulaanbaatar
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Ulaanbaatar Hotel is a high standard four-star hotel
that accommodates many foreign guests and tourists.

All the rooms are up to
international standards and
are elegantly decorated and

well furnished.

E-mail: info@ubhotel.mn
E-mail: ub-travel@ubhotel.mn
ADDRESS: Sukhbaatar Sq.�14,

Ulaanbaatar-210645, Mongolia

Tel: 976-11-320620,322509 Fax: 976-11-324485

Inside the Ulaanbaatar Hotel you can make the most of your visit by making use of the following
services:

- 105 fully equipped rooms of four categories
(President Suite, Deluxe Suite, Semideluxe Suite, 1st class,
Standard Twin, Standard Single)

- Hotel Services
- Business Center
- Billiard room located on the third floor
- Conference Halls & VIP rooms /four different halls and rooms with 10-80 seats/
- Shopping Center / cashmere, souvenir and consumer goods shop /
- Duty Free Shop
- Golf Driving and Training Range
- Sauna with hot & cold Jacuzzi baths
- Super Beauty Saloon “Magic Kiss”
- International air ticketing agency

Restaurants : “Ulaanbaatar” restaurant with 450 seats
“Guest Hall” European restaurant with 30-40 seats
“Beijing Duck” Asian restaurant with 50-60 seats
“Da Khuree” Mongolian restaurant with 30-40 seats
“Blue Martini” Cocktail Bar with 30-40 seats

Branches UB-2 Hotel, Ulaanbaatar Hotel’s branch, is located in the beautiful Terelj
national park, 68 kilometers from the city. GOLF Range within 18 holes UB
HOTEL GOLF.
UB-3 Restaurant "Da Khuree", Ulaanbaatar Hotel’s branch, is located in the
Mongol News Company building. The restaurant has capacity of 30-40
seats.
UB Travel

www.ubhotel.mn

UBUBUBUBUBMuseumsMuseumsMuseumsMuseumsMuseums
GANDAN MONASTERY

Tel: 360167, 360023 and 360337
BUILT in 1840, Gandan is the most important

monastery in Mongolia. It is easily seen to the north-
west of the city center. In the past it was one of the
main Buddhist centers in Asia, having two dozens
chapels and being famous for its library collection of
religious documents.

The monastery was severely damaged during the
repression of 1930s and only few buildings remained,
among them a chapel holding a 20 meter high statue of
the Megzhid Janraisig god erected in 1911 as a symbol
commemorating Mongolia’s independence. During
WWII the statue was taken to Russia to be used as
scrap metal for shells. In 1990 the statue was rebuilt
with the help of donations.

Gandan Monastery is the central place for major
religious ceremonies and festivities, including Tsam
Dance, highly visual ritual. The monastery presently
has about 150 monks and a Buddhist School.

Location: 13th Khoroo, Gandan Glacis, Bayangol District
Open daily from 9 am to 6pm
Tickets: Foreigners Tg2,500.

BOGD KHAAN�S PALACE MUSEUM
Tel: 343071

BUILT between 1893 and 1903, the museum
consists of the winter home of the last Bogd Khaan--
the last theocratic leader of Mongolia, and his personal
temple. Inside the home is Bogd Khaan’s ornamental
ger, covered with the skins of many snow leopards.

Location: Zaisan Str. (just south of the WWII
Tank Monument). Hours and Facilities:
9:30am - 4:30pm daily
Tickets: Adult-Tg2,500.

THE CHOIJIN LAMA MUSEUM
Tel: 324788

BUILT between 1904 and 1908, this museum was
originally a temple for the younger brother of the last
Bogd Khaan, the political and religious leader of
Mongolia. It houses, among other works of art, an
impressive collection of masks and costumes formerly
used in tsam dances.

Location:P.Genden Str. Off-street parking available
Hours and facilities. 9:30a.m.-4:30p.m, Closed on
Wednesday, Thursday
Some labels in English. Tickets: Adult-Tg2,500.



Taj Mahal IndianTaj Mahal IndianTaj Mahal IndianTaj Mahal IndianTaj Mahal Indian
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

� I n d i a n C u i s i n e a t I t s B e s t �
Location: Bayangol Hotel, Tower A, 3rd Floor.

More than 107 different Indian delicacies from all over the
Subcontinent to choose from,

Vast selection of authentic cocktails and excellent wines,
Great ambience and courteous service at affordable prices.

Timings : 12 noon to 23:00 hours
Sundays: 17:00 to 23:00 hours

Call Us in Advance for The Special
Executive Lunch Delivaries

Contact us for out door catering, parties and reservations.
Free Home Delivery,

�We do curry in a hurry, you ring we bring�
Ph: 311 009, 312255 ext.2307, 9909 5062.Ph: 311 009, 312255 ext.2307, 9909 5062.Ph: 311 009, 312255 ext.2307, 9909 5062.Ph: 311 009, 312255 ext.2307, 9909 5062.Ph: 311 009, 312255 ext.2307, 9909 5062.
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WEEKLY HOROSCOPES  -  APR 23-29

ARIES - (March 21-April 19)
 Chase money - after Monday a fortunate
emphasis lies on buying/selling, income,
memory tasks, sensual motives, casual affairs,
and possessions. Ask for a raise in pay, seek
new clients, expand your business, etc. Sunday/
Monday might bring a disappointment in a

speculative investment, in love, or in business generally.
Thursday morning is similar, so avoid entering deals at these
two times. Short money (earnings, etc.) is more reliable than
investments - restrict the latter to buying old, broken, or "failed"
things. Now through May, a domestic project is better than
domestic tension.

TAURUS - (April 20-May 20)
Your energy, charisma, effectiveness and luck surge
upward this week and the next few! Your luck this
year lies in relationships, relocation, opportuni-
ties, negotiation, contracts, partnerships, and deal-
ings with the public. So charm your way into agree-
ments, etc! But realize: eventually, if those you deal with fail,
so will you. (For example, if you sell a bunch of bad scooters to
the public, at first the public hurts, but eventually your busi-
ness dies.) So be fair, especially April 24, 29, and May 8, 11.
Otherwise, charge ahead - expect success!

GEMINI - (May 21-June 20)
Lie low, rest and contemplate, especially Thurs-
day/Friday, when your energy ebbs. Study your
circumstances and the personalities involved, then
make careful plans for the future. (You'll act on
them late May through June, and again in Au-

gust - but really big plans, especially those involving mar-
riage, relocation, employment, and writing or media tasks,
should be left until late November onward before you enact
them.) Make career plans Sunday, avoid all plans Monday,
and envision a sweet, friend-filled future Tuesday noon through
Wednesday. Spiritual, charitable actions win Thursday/Friday.
Don't disappoint the government!

CANCER - (June 21-July 22)
Wishes come true over the weeks ahead! You'll
feel sociable, popular, flirtatious, and optimis-
tic. Legal, far travel, media, educational, philo-
sophical and love problems can be solved, es-
pecially Sunday and Thursday. New approaches
succeed. Your sexual magnetism is heightened
now to early June - as are your determination and will power.
Sunday's mellow, but watch your ambitions Monday - don't
spend, and avoid negotiations. A partner doesn't agree about
money or your goals. Be ambitious Tuesday/Wednesday - "des-
tiny" favors you. Happiness, flirtations, and big hopes arrive
Thursday/Friday. Rest, withdraw and contemplate Saturday.

LEO - (July 23-Aug. 22)
Be ambitious. Show higher-ups what you can do,
especially Thursday/Friday. Your community re-
sponsibilities and parenting role come into fo-
cus. Sunday blesses you in research, secret knowl-
edge, intimacy and lifestyle changes (especially
if these involve home, real estate or family). But

do not invest Sunday/Monday (and even after this, never in-
vest in a proposition you first met Monday). Strictly avoid legal
hassles and collusive actions through early June. Legal, edu-
cational, religious, love, media and far travel concerns brighten
Tuesday noon (NOT morning) through Wednesday. High hopes,
popularity Saturday!

VIRGO - (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Compassion and understanding grow - you feel
mellow, gentle. Pursue love, far travel, legal mat-
ters, education, culture, media, religion and phi-
losophy, especially Thursday/Friday and the first
week of May. You could meet a very sexy person
or a good money or research contact at a social function now
to early June, or you might pursue an investment with the
wings of hope sprouting from your feet. (And perhaps rightly so
- but examine it first. These themes arise luckily Tuesday p.m.,
Wednesday.) Sunday (the 16th) brings excitement, but what
about wisdom?

LIBRA  - (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Until late May, mysteries, secret knowledge, in-
vestments, mutual money, debts, sexual intimacy
(and temptations) pregnancy and lifestyle
changes arise. Various doors will open for you in
these zones, especially Tuesday afternoon to
Friday, and next week. But study situations well

before entering - a "harmless" casual agreement or discussion
about money, possessions or a sensual situation could open a
cosmic laundry chute (with you the laundry) especially Sun-
day/Monday and April 28 to 30. Higher-ups are temperamen-
tal to early June, but you're ambitious, determined and you
spy opportunities. Step lightly, and grin!

SCORPIO - (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
The weeks ahead offer you many opportuni-
ties, in love, partnership, contracts, relocation,
and public dealings - but avoid these before
Tuesday, even though Sunday's excitingly ro-
mantic. Even where others oppose you, you
can turn their enmity to favor and friendship
with your newfound optimism, friendliness, and
luck! The only sectors that lack a buoyant "updraft" are legal
fights - avoid these - and career, especially if you work in
intellectual, travel or media fields. In career, it's hard work and
hard biscuits, for 16 more months. You'll be rewarded for this -
eventually.

SAGITTARIUS - (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
The month ahead emphasizes work, chores,
dependents, machinery and health. Your du-
ties might interfere with urges to love, travel
afar, attend higher schooling, or just daydream
- but what you neglect now can come back to
restrict you later. So buckle down, especially
Monday and Thursday/Friday. Your domestic

situation remains sweet, affectionate - yet you might be (un-
consciously?) aiming to change it. (April 29/30 provides strong
clues.) Until early June, you feel powerful impulses in sexual,
research and investment/financial areas - look before you leap,
avoid debt, but don't repress these urges - live!

CAPRICORN - (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Romance, beauty, pleasure, speculation, cre-
ativity, sports, games, children's affairs, and a
winning streak - these visit you during the weeks
ahead! (Especially Thursday/Friday, and the
first seven days of May.) But this isn't a gentle
idyll - events will take place with a heated
intensity. If you're single, a powerful relationship could begin
- is it love, anger, or just heat? Let time tell. Be understanding
through May, as all relationships, even in business, transpire
with a streak of passion or impatience. You might end an
association. Don't share secrets this week.

AQUARIUS -(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Focus on your domestic scene: children, se-
niors, real estate values, gardening, nature,
diet and your soul, especially Thursday/Friday.
Find that deep, core goodness again. Chase
money Sunday, but steer clear of all finance -

and purchases - Monday to Saturday. Relationships, agree-
ments, love - all wear a gray cloud Monday. Something nice,
something social, occurs Tuesday/Wednesday. Be hopeful;
soak up life's happiness! Saturday brings a hint of romance,
beauty and pleasure. Hectic work confronts you until early
June, so balance this with your very real need for rest and
sleep.

PISCES - (Feb. 19-March 20)
Communications, dialogues, paperwork, short
travel, casual friends and contacts, details and
errands take up your time until late May. Be curi-
ous - you could discover paths, information, ideas
that later lead to security, profit or creative success. Until early
June, passion calls you - your courage and determination leap
upward in romance, creativity, and speculative ventures. Your
energy and charisma surge Sunday - love, travel, news, ideas
flock to you! But take care with employment matters this day
and Monday. All week, beauty/pleasure conflicts with your repu-
tation or career demands. Make money Wednesday!

Ulaanbaatar� Hustai
National Park � Ulaanbaatar

Hustai National park has unique
landscape that features mountain
steppe and steppe also there is sand
dunes and wetlands.

The only one species of wild
horse – The Takhi, which was
discovered at the end of the 19th

Century, is being reintroduced in
Hustai National park. Now there are
more than 120 Takhi in the National
park.

Every Saturday at 10 o’clock
Minimum – 5 people

Price : 70 US$ per person
Price include
� Lunch
� Transportation
� Guide
� All entrance fees

Departure on April 22

DAY – 1
Gather in front of Ulaanbaatar hotel.
Leave the city by private coach with English-speaking tour guide.
On the way packed lunch.
Arrive in Kharkhorin and check in at “Mungun mod” tourist camp.
Refreshment.
Dinner at the camp.
In the evening visit a nomadic family and learn about nomadic
lifestyle and test traditional dairy products such as “airag” –
fermented mare’s milk.
Return to camp and overnight stay.

DAY – 2
Breakfast at the camp.
Visit Erdenezuu monastery, one of the largest Buddist centers in
Mongolia and tour the monastery ground under the guidance of a
private curator.
Return back to camp.
Lunch in the camp. Free time.
Leave Kharkhorin and drive to Hustai National Park. Arrive in Hustai
National Park.
Exploring thru National Park and have a view of Wild horse – known
as Prejevalskii horse.
Dinner and Overnight.

DAY – 3
Early morning again to see Wild horse.
Breakfast at the camp. Drive back to Ulaanbaatar.
Arrive in Ulaanbaatar.

Tel: 320620 (ext. 164) Mobile : 99080644 Email : ub-travel@ubhotel.mn  www.ubhotel.mn
Address : UB Travel. Sukhbaatar Square 14. Ulaanbaatar 210645. Mongolia

Every Friday at 9 o’clock

Minimum – 5 people

Price: 200 US$ per
person

Price include
� Accommodation
� Food
� Transportation
� Guide
� All entrance fees
Departure on April 28

THE 11th season of the
Mongolian Basketball
Association, MBA, kicked-
off last Friday, April 14 with
back to back games at the
Central Sports Palace in
Ulaanbaatar.  Last year’s
tournament champion
Leader faced Karaagiin
Khartsaga in the first match-
up, while Baganat Orgoo
took on Khaysn Kholguud
in the second game.

In the first round, Leader
came out firing and took an
early lead behind the stellar
play of go-to guy
B.Purevdorj, who led his
team in scoring.  Kharaagiin
Khartsaga answered with a
potent offensive attack,
largely relying on their

BY SH.BATMONKH

A TEAM of six female
Mongolian climbers, who
departed for the Tibetan
autonomous region March
23 with the goal of
summiting Mt. Everest,
have successfully reached
the 5,400 meter mark on the
Himalayan giant.  The team
members, who include
S.Zaya, D.Gangaamaa,
D . D e r d e n t o g t o k h ,
Ch.Terbish, and led by
international master
N.Sarantuya, began their
ascent from the Tibetan
side of the mountain under
the sponsorship of the
Mongol Altai
Mountaineering Club in
Ulaanbaatar.  On April 17,
the climbers used a satellite
phone to traverse the steep
Himalayan peaks and deep
mountain valleys
separating them from their
homeland, and connect
with their friends at the
Mongol Altai
Mountaineering Club to
report their progress.

Having reached the first
major stage on their trek, the
climbers will push
themselves to new heights
with an advance towards
Base Camp at 6,400 m.  From
there the team plans to
climb onward in stages to
7,100 m and 8,000m before
descending back to 6,400 m
for 11 days at the end of
May to properly

Mongolian female climbers
cut away at Everest

OVER 500 Mongolian
delegates will take part in
the Altargana-2006 (Golden
Rod) 10th International
Festival which will be held
in Ulan-Ude, Russia from
June 30 to July 3. The best
folk singers, epic singers,
and national costumes, as
well as Miss Buryatia will

Buryat celebration in Russia
be selected during the
festival. A handicraft
exhibition and a scientific
conference will take place
during the event. The
festival is organized once
every two years. Mongolia
is home to more than 40,000
ethnic Buryats.

THE National Sambo
Wrestling Championship
2006 took place April 15 and
16 at the Central Sports
Palace.

Over 260 competitors
from 20 different teams
entered the contest, but the
GENKO club athletes
physically dominated the
event, earning first place
finishes in the 57, 62, 68, 72
and 80 kg weight classes.
Two of the champions,

Sambo wrestling season ends
D.Javkhlantogs and D.Bat-
Amgalan credited the
team’s success with their
training in Malaysia and
Macao last month.
D.Battulga, the team trainer
suggested that,
“Mongolian athletes might
win their first-ever gold
medal in the 2008 Olympic
games in Beijing if they
engage in more
professional training with
skilled athletes.”

acclimatize.  They have
their sights set on the
cloudy 8,850m summit,
which has come into view
on the first leg of the team’s
journey.  The Mongol
climbers have faced
consistent snowfall and
there are some reports of
frostbite on their faces,
which they remedied with
skin lotion.  Although it is
still early in the climbing
season, the Mongol team
has rendezvoused teams

from the US, UK, Canada,
South Korea, and China
who all set up camp at the
5,400 m mark.

The Mongol team’s
sponsor, the Mongol Altai
Mountaineering Club, was
set up 15 years ago
specifically with the goal of
sending Mongolian
climbers up the world’s
highest peak.  The towering
feat has been attempted ten
times by several different
teams, four of which were

made up of female members
(1997, 2001, 2003, and 2004)
While a male team
successfully scaled Everest
last year, no Mongolian
women have yet reached
the top.  The climb is
notorious for its price tag;
Nepal has charged the
Mongol mountaineers
US$36,000 for each of their
attempts.  This team hopes
to reach the top within 70
days.

“Their destiny and their

whole life are connected
with the sport of
mountaineering,” said
leader Sarantuya of her
teammates at a press
conference before leaving
Mongolia in March.  “They
are highly experienced and
vigilant women.”

Veteran international
master Zaya added that
Sarantuya is better at rock-
climbing than anyone else
in Mongolia. “She feels
comfortable at high

altitudes, and has
attempted to climb many
demanding mountains.”

 The Mongol team has
dedicated their climb to the
800th anniversary of the
great Mongolian State,
which will be
commemorated with
celebrations this summer.
Alongside the Mongolian
flag, the climbers will place
a portrait of Chinggis
Khaan.

MBA season opens
with a bang

sharp-shooter S.Tulga,
which was eventually
enough to edge out Leader
by the narrow margin of 80
to 75 points.

Khasyn Kholguud came
away with the victory in the
second round match-up
against Baganat Orgoo.  It
looked to be a blowout early
on as Baganat Orgoo’s
defense struggled to find a
way to disrupt the rhythm
of Khasyn Kholguud, who
led 12 to 6 after the first
quarter.  However, Baganat
Orgoo turned it around in
the second half, narrowing
their opponent’s lead to
three points before finally
falling short 84 to 71.

Photo by B.Byamba-Ochir
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